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DELRAY BEACH, Fla., Aug. 2, 2012 /PRNewswire-
USNewswire/ -- Disabled Veterans' LIFE Memorial
Foundation (DVLMF) President Arthur H. Wilson today
hailed the announcement of a federal grant related to
The American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial as
"removing the last hurdle we needed to clear on this
long road to establishing a national memorial to
remember and honor all of America's disabled
veterans."
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Today, the Department of Transportation announced
that the District of Columbia was being awarded
$6,042,000 under the Public Lands Highway
Discretionary (PLHD) grant program in order to make
changes to streets surrounding the Memorial site.
Although the Foundation will build the actual Memorial
and has already raised the private funding necessary
for that purpose, the Memorial's construction cannot
begin until several changes are made to District streets
surrounding the site Congress approved for the
Memorial. To pay for this work, Congress in 2007 and
2009 appropriated a total of $3.9 million for the first
phase of the street changes. Today's announcement
completes the federal funding required for the second
phase and clears the way for the Memorial's
construction to begin.

"More than 15 years ago, we started this long journey
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to establish a national memorial honoring the men and
women who have been permanently disabled in service
to our country," Wilson said. "We are grateful for all of
the support we have received on this journey and proud
that one day soon, there will be a Memorial recognizing
the sacrifices that the few have made to protect the
many in our great nation, and throughout the world."

" The American Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial
has enjoyed broad bipartisan support in Congress over
the years, and we particularly want to acknowledge the
tremendous efforts put forth by Senate Veterans' Affairs
Committee Chairman Patty Murray, House Minority
Leader Nancy Pelosi, House Appropriations
Transportation Subcommittee Chairman Tom Latham,
and many others from both sides of the aisle in both
chambers," Wilson said.

"We are also extremely grateful to Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood, his senior leadership
team, and Federal Highway Administrator Victor Mendez for their personal dedication and
commitment to the Memorial that resulted in this grant award," he said. "In addition, Mayor
Gray and his team in the District of Columbia have committed to expediting this street work in
order to prevent unnecessary delays for the Memorial's construction."

"With the final financial impediment removed, and a single utility relocation issue remaining to
be resolved, we are hopeful that on-site construction of the Memorial will begin next year,
allowing the Memorial to be completed and dedicated in early 2014," said Wilson. 
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