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@ For its coming series on
World War I, the History
Channel has restored rare
footage from the war through
advanced HD technology.
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' Commemorative coin honors disabled vets

“The nation is putting its will bring us one step closer to
money where its mouth is when  building a long overdue perma-
it comes to honoring disabled nent tribute to disabled veter-

‘veterans, who will be celebrated- ans,” said Arthur Wilson,
with a new silver dollar set for president of the Disabled Veter-
release in Jan ; * ans’ Life Memorial Foundation.

A$10 surcharge on sales of The coin’s front side features
the collector’s coin, dubbed the  the legs and boots of three veter-
American Veterans Disabled for  ans, including an amputee, and
Life Commemorative Silver ~ the inscription “They stood up
Dollar, will help build the first - for us.” The reverse side features .
permanent memorial to dis- the words “Take This Moment to
abled U.S. veterans. Honor Qur Disabled Defenders

“Not only will the coin forever  of Freedom,” surrounded by a
be a reminder of the brave ser- ribbon-wrapped wreath of oak

vice men and women who
risked, and continue to risk
their lives, but each coin sold

branches. A forget-me-not flower
sits at the base.
The coins will be struck at the

U.S. Mint at West Point, N.Y. No

more than 350,000 will be made. -

A final price has not been set.

‘Officials hope to break ground

on the memorial at a site near
‘the Capitol next year. The foun-
dation has raised most of the
money it needs but has set a
goal for‘another $5 million be- -
fore groundbreaking can begin.

(But buyer beware: According
to watchdog CharityNavigator

.org, the organization spends

52 percent of its income on
fundraising costs, and gives
them a low efficiency rating.)

To learn more about the memo-
rial, visit www.avdim.org. O
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Peak Oyl Elite sleeping pad

Most sleeping pads on the market seem to be variations of the
same foam design. Pacific Outdoors differentiates its latest, the
Peak Oyl Elite, by using different densities of foam, gel and air
channels to maximize four-season warmth and comfort. The gel
insulates better than foam but weighs a bit more. Even so, at 27
ounces, the regular-sized pad (20"x72"x1.5") is still among the
lightest four-season pads available. Bonus points: The foam is
made from palm oil, a more environmentally friendly material
than petroleum-based foams. Coming in spring 2010 for $115.

history. Random House. List price: $17

Book Review, takes a sweeping look at the

The Battle for America 2008 by Dan Balz
and Haynes Johnson steps back for a wide-
angle perspective on the longest and most ex-
pensive presidential campaign in American

Russell Crowe is a Washington reporter in-
vestigating the murder of the mistress of an
up-and-coming politician in State of Piay,
now on DVD. List
price: $29.98

g% Sam Tenehaus, editor
of the New York Times
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